Name: ________________________

Date:____________
WebQuest: Causes of World War I 
This WebQuest is designed to help you to understand the causes of “The Great War” otherwise known as World War I.

1. Below you will see a list of what has been identified as the major causes of World War I.  Using the information on the following website:  http://www.historyonthenet.com/WW1/causes.htm  briefly describe how each of the following contributed to the ignition of the flame of war. 
a. Militarism
b. Alliances
c. Imperialism
i. Briefly explain the Moroccan Crisis.
ii. Briefly explain the Bosnian Crisis.  
d. Nationalism
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2. Using the following website:  https://web.archive.org/web/20150330045344/http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/chapters/ch1_explosion.html  Briefly explain what happened in Sarajevo and explain how the Assassination of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand led to the collapse of peace in Europe.
Germany’s strategy prior to the start of war was called the Schlieffen Plan where Germany would first attack France on the west, then return to the east to fight Russia. Look at the map at the link: http://wps.pearsoncustom.com/wps/media/objects/2426/2484749/chap_assets/maps/atl_map28_19.html 
3. For this plan, why might it make sense for Germany to attack France through Belgium? (use the information shown on the map, including the legend)
4. Why might the world view Germany negatively due to their military movement through the neutral country of Belgium?
5. By 1915, the war had become a global war. Click on the link below and read about how the war had become global.  https://web.archive.org/web/20160831134630/http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/chapters/ch2_war.html  Name the 3 ways that the war had become a global war – as opposed to simply a ground war fought in Europe.

6. Cartoon Analysis
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a. The conflict in Europe seemed to be between what two nations?

b. Why did the other nations become involved?  Was this a good or a bad thing?  Explain
7. The United States enters the war in 1917.  Using the following link: https://web.archive.org/web/20101119095612/http://www.academicamerican.com/progressive/worldwar1/americaandww1.html Briefly explain the reasons why the USA entered the war, despite their stance of neutrality. 

a. Unrestricted Submarine Warfare:

b. The Sinking of the Lusitania:

c. Breaking of the Sussex Pledge:

d. The Zimmerman Telegram:

Homework Questions
Research the following and answer completely!  You might even be able to find some of the answers from previously visited websites indicated on this worksheet. 

1. Why was the United States so intent on remaining neutral from 1914?

2. Once the United States decided to enter the war, what impact did the draft have on its ability to lend support to the Allies?

3. "The world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the tested foundations of political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest, no dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely make."  Woodrow Wilson    
What do you think Wilson means by this quote?
4. What challenges did the United States face when they arrived on European soil?  What impact did they have on the war? Why?

5. Consult the map of Europe before and after World War I located http://mrknighths.weebly.com/uploads/1/7/5/1/17517537/1362054795.png   What major changes do you see?  Explain.

�1879 -The Dual Alliance





Who was involved?





For what purpose?





�1881- Austro-Serbian Alliance





Who was involved?





For what purpose?








�1894 - Franco-Russian Alliance





Who was involved?





For what purpose?








�1882 - The Triple Alliance





Who was involved?





For what purpose?








�1907 - The Anglo-Russian Entente





Who was involved?





For what purpose?








�  1904 - Entente Cordiale





Who was involved?





For what purpose?








�1907 - The Triple Entente





Who was involved?





For what purpose?
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